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LIDGATE PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the planning meeting held on Thursday 13th August 2020 

 

Councillors present: Chris Stembridge (Chairman), Carol Sharp (Vice-Chairman), John Whitefield, Annie Lee, Laura Perry 
and Hayley Mableson 
 

Also present: Joanne Kirk (Clerk) and two members of the public 
 

Open Forum 
The following issues were raised during the Open Forum: 
• Planning application DC/20/1109/OUT.  Both members of the public raised concerns about this application and their 

objections to it. 
 

1. Acceptance of apologies for absence 
No apologies were received. 
 

2. Declaration of Interest in items on the agenda and dispensation requests 
No councillors declared an interest in any items on the agenda and no dispensation requests were made. 

 

3. Planning 
DC/20/1109/OUT - Land adjacent To New House, Bury Lane - Outline Planning Application - (All matters reserved) 
1no.dwelling 
It was resolved that the Parish Council would object to this application for the following reasons: 
 
Lidgate is an infill village because it is not a sustainable community.  There is a very little public transport and the 
village has no amenities except a pub, therefore residents are reliant on cars.  Access to the property will be from 
Bury Lane which is a single tracked road not suited to any increase in traffic use.  The proposed access road is down a 
steep narrow drive and could make access for emergency services and large vehicles difficult.  If the access needed to 
be widened it would result in the loss of more trees.  It will also lead to an increase in traffic accessing the B1063 from 
Bury Lane at a difficult junction.  
 
DM2 - Creating Places - Development Principles and Local Distinctiveness  
b)  Preserve or enhance the setting of, or views into and out of, a Conservation Area; 

Approving this application will not enhance the setting and views into and out of the Conservation Area. 
c)  not involve the loss of gardens and important open, green or landscaped areas which make a significant 

contribution to the character and appearance of a settlement; 
The Design and Access statement states that the land is within the curtilage of New House, and historically has 
always been part of the garden of New House.  Approving this application will involve the loss of a garden 
which contravenes DM2c)  

g) V   proposals for development should not adversely affect the amenities of adjacent areas by reason of noise, 
smell, vibration, overlooking, overshadowing, loss of light, other pollution (including light pollution), or 
volume or type of vehicular activity generated; and/or 

VI  residential amenity 
This application will have a negative impact on the residential amenity of neighbouring properties and in 
particular Brook House and the properties behind it in Hill View (6, 8, 10, and 12) due to overlooking and 
overshadowing.  A two-storey house in the middle of the site will be overbearing in relation to surrounding 
properties and will lead to a loss of privacy to these properties particularly as trees and vegetation which had 
provided screening have been removed without TCA approval.  The properties in Hill View are higher up than 
the proposed site and will look down and into the property.   

g XI  proposals for development should produce designs that respect the character, scale, density and massing of 
the locality; 
Building a two-storey four bedroomed house within the curtilage of an existing property does not respect the 
existing character, scale, density and massing of the locality.  Brook House and Chilterns are detached 
properties set within large gardens. Building a large property behind New House would lead to overcrowding 
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and create a housing density which is not reflected anywhere else in the village and which would be more 
appropriate for an urban area, not a rural village. 

 

DM17 – Conservation Areas 
Proposals for development within, adjacent to or visible from a Conservation Area should:  
a) preserve or enhance the character or appearance of the Conservation Area or its setting, and views into, through, and 

out of the area; 
This proposal will not enhance the character or appearance of the Conservation Area. 

b) be of an appropriate scale, form, height, massing, alignment and detailed design which respect the area's character 
and its setting; 
Building a two-storey four bedroomed house within the curtilage of an existing property does not respect the existing 
character, scale, density and massing of the locality.  Brook House and Chilterns are detached properties set within 
large gardens. Building a large property behind New House would lead to overcrowding and create a housing density 
which is not reflected anywhere else in the village and which would be more appropriate for an urban area, not a 
rural village. 

c) retain important natural features such as open spaces, plot divisions, boundary treatments, and trees and hedges, 
which contribute to the special character of the area; 
Preparation of this site has already led to the loss of natural features, trees and hedges.  Building on it will further 
harm the special character of the area. 

 

Policy DM 24 - Alterations or extensions to dwellings, including self-contained annexes and development within the 
curtilage 
Within those towns and villages with settlement boundaries planning permission for alterations or extensions to existing 
dwellings, self-contained annexes, and ancillary development within the curtilage of dwellings will be permitted, provided 
that the proposals: 
a) respect the character, scale and design of existing dwellings, and the character and appearance of the immediate and 

surrounding area; 
b) will not result in over development of the dwelling curtilage; and 
c) will not adversely affect the residential amenity of occupants of nearby properties. 
This site is within the curtilage of an existing dwelling therefore DM24 applies and does not allow a separate dwelling to be 
built. 
 

DC/20/1294/TCA - Oak House, The Street, Lidgate - Trees in a Conservation Area Notification - 1no. Plum (T1 on plan), 1no. 
Pine (T2 on plan), 1no. Maple (T3 on plan), 2 no. Sycamores (T4 on plan), 1no. Fir (T5 on plan), 1no. Group of Ash and 
Sycamore (T6 on plan), 1no. Hawthorne (T7 on plan), 1no. Group of Ash (T8 on plan), 1no. Laurel T9 on plan) – Fell 
As this application was received after the agenda for this meeting had been published it was resolved that the clerk would 
ask for an extension so that it can be discussed at the next meeting.  The clerk was also asked to add an agenda item about 
planting trees at the entrances to the village. 
 

4. Playing field issues 
a) Purchase of a lock down wheelie bin for the playing field – 

It was resolved that the clerk would contact West Suffolk Council to find out if a lock down wheelie bin could 
be positioned on the playing field just inside the side gate. 

b) Annual Inspection Report and monthly inspection report 
It was resolved that this item would be discussed at the September meeting once the quote for the repair to 
the zip wire has been received. 

c) Dog fouling signs 
These have now been purchased. 

d) Any other issues 
No other issues were raised. 
 

5. Any other business for noting or including on the next agenda 
The following items were brought to the attention of the Council for noting: 
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The clerk explained that she would like to work Monday – Thursday from now on, unless there is follow up after a 
meeting. Councillors were happy with this and agreed to change the meeting day to Wednesdays in future so that no 
follow up would be required on a Friday. The next meeting will now be on Wednesday 9th September 
 

There are currently three Government planning consultations taking place.  As they are long documents, Annie Lee 
and Laura Perry agreed to review the documents and prepare a suggested response ready for it to be approved at the 
September meeting. 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.51pm.   
 
 
 
Signed …………………………………………………….  (Chairman) Dated …………………………………………………………………. 


