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26th May 2021 

Chairman’s Report 

Since our last Annual Parish meeting the Parish Councillors have continued to master “Zoom” and other 
virtual meeting platforms which have enabled us to hold our meetings. County and District Councillors 
have attended our bimonthly meetings, my thanks go to Mary and Mike for their unstinting support over 
the past 12 months, our best wishes go to Mary for a long and happy retirement.  Other regular attendees 
included a number of residents, both for scheduled meetings as well as special planning meetings. 

Activities undertaken during the past year have included, an active role in the consultation process 
around Suffolk County Councils Issues and Options Planning initiative, into which we have presented a 
comprehensive response; we have made an application for The Belt and Upend Road to be classified as 
“Quiet Lanes”;  we have written and presented a draft for a second Country Walks brochure ; following 
the failure of the Zip wire  we have managed the repair of a number of pieces of equipment in the 
Playground (the cost of which  represented c 30% of the Councils annual income); concerned about 
continued complaints about dog fouling the playing field was made a “No Dogs” zone;  Councillors have 
dealt with a number of issues which have arisen on footpaths in and around the Parish, and I am pleased 
to report that the lobbying seems to have resulted in some promising action in at least one location ; our 
participation in the consultation process about the route of the new Anglian Water pipeline will hopefully 
result in the exchange of archaeological information and  finally,  we have recently applied  to join the  
ANPR (Automatic Number Plate Recognition)  scheme run by Suffolk Police. During the year the PC has 
processed a number of  Planning Applications and subsequent appeals, as well as  the plethora of other 
activities which occur on a day to day basis.  

None of this would have been possible without the support of the team of Councillors, thank you each 
and every one of you, the actions I have listed required many hours of background reading and 
communications without which none of this would have occurred.  

All this was in addition to the on-going process of keeping the village tidy, verges cut and generally 
looking spick and span (my thanks to John and his team of staunch supporters); keeping grass cut in the 
Playing Field (thank you Chris B and to Angus for maintaining the mower) and the issue of quarterly 
editions of the Newsletter, Editor in chief Bob continues to keep us fully  informed and has branched out 
to issue notices advising the village on a variety of subjects from services at St Mary’s to scam emails. 
(Thanks Bob, great job!). After a long lay off Speedwatch is up and running again under a new 
coordinator, and we continue to monitor traffic through the village using our shared VAS (Vehicle 
Activated Sign)  

My thanks to Carol Sharp who has decided, for personal reasons, to stand down, thank you Carol for all 
your much appreciated support as Vice Chair and for all your hard work, we will miss you! Last but not 
least, my sincerest thanks go to our long suffering Parish Clerk Joanne Kirk, what would be have done 
without you Joanne,? I have greatly valued your friendly guiding voice on many occasions, your input adds 
enormous value to the activity of our Parish Council and are therefore very unhappy to hear of your 
intention to leave us in the Autumn and I know that saddens us all, albeit for understandable reasons.  

Now that we are returning to regular face to face meetings I have decided that I will be unable to 
continue as Chairman so must now stand aside for a new team. I will continue to be an active member of 
the Parish Council.   

Thank you all for listening to my report. 

Chris Stembridge 
Chairman, Lidgate Parish Council 



 


